
UCI EEE Evaluations

Social Sciences TA Evaluation for Komai, Alejandro SOC SCI H1E SEM 2
(70022), SOCECOL H20A SEM A2 (50042), Spring Qtr 2012

Responses: 17/28 (60.71%)

ATTENDANCE

1. How often did you attend discussion sections?
Never

0
Once

0
2 - 3 times

0
4 - 5 times

0
6 - 7 times

0
8 times

0

More than 8 times
17

2. How often did you meet with the T.A., outside of the section time, to discuss the course material?
Never

6
Once

3
2 - 3 times

6
4 - 5 times

1
6 - 7 times

0
8 times

0

More than 8 times
1

PRESENTATION

3. T.A. was competent in course material:
0 (N/A or Unsure)

0
1 (Among Worst)

0
2
0

3
0

4 (OK or Average)
0

5
1

6
5

7 (Among Best)
11

4. T.A. was able to make presentations clearly:
0 (N/A or Unsure)

0
1 (Among Worst)

0
2
0

3
0

4 (OK or Average)
2

5
3

6
5

7 (Among Best)
7

5. T.A. was responsive to students:
0 (N/A or Unsure)

0
1 (Among Worst)

0
2
0

3
0

4 (OK or Average)
1

5
1

6
4

7 (Among Best)
11

6. T.A. was able to integrate the lecture and discussion material:
0 (N/A or Unsure)

0
1 (Among Worst)

0
2
0

3
1

4 (OK or Average)
1

5
0

6
6

7 (Among Best)
9
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7. T.A. was present and on time for discussion sections/office hours:
0 (N/A or Unsure)

0
1 (Among Worst)

0
2
0

3
0

4 (OK or Average)
0

5
0

6
3

7 (Among Best)
14

8. The discussion sections were useful to the success of the course:
0 (N/A or Unsure)

0
1 (Among Worst)

0
2
0

3
1

4 (OK or Average)
2

5
1

6
6

7 (Among Best)
7

9. I would expect another course with this T.A. to be:
0 (N/A or Unsure)

0
1 (Among Worst)

0
2
0

3
1

4 (OK or Average)
1

5
0

6
6

7 (Among Best)
9

EFFECTIVENESS

10. Rate your T.A.’s general teaching effectiveness:
Poor

0
Inadequate

0
Less than adequate

0
Adequate

2

More than adequate
1

Very good
6

Excellent
8

COMMENTS

11. <No question text>

1. What were the strongest points of the TA in discussion section or office hours?

• Alejandro helped clear up many of the confusing issues in this rather unpredictable and
tad disorganized class while still maintaining a high energy and interest for the topic at
hand. I greatly enjoyed being in Alejandro’s discussion section and would have to say that
if he should ever pursue a career in teaching or education, he would do wonders as an
educator. With his help I would not have been able to have grasped a better understand
on the readings for the class or managed with Gary’s crazy all-over-the-place section.
It was great that Alejandro could understand that just because we are honor students
doesn’t mean we are all economic geniuses; his layman’s crash-course in basic economics
help tremendously with Dan’s tests.

• Alejandro is an awesome TA. He has a habit of getting sidetracked on multiple tangents,
but that’s the main appeal of his TAing style. If someone has a question, Alejandro has
no problem taking as long as needed to address the question. Sometimes his frequent
attention shifts are distracting, but it is hard NOT to pay attention when he is always
going from Lenin’s ideas about taking power to economic theory in the same sentence
or making similar dramatic transitions. As someone who often falls asleep in classes, I
definitely appreciate this. I never get bored during his discussion section, and I learn a lot
instead of taking a nap. He was also stellar when the professor was gone and he gave the
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lecture, too. He was maybe (definitely) better at lecturing than even the professor. (I’m
glad these are anonymous.) Anyways, he’s great.

• Alejandro is fantastic. Sometimes he tends to get a little tangential, but it’s always
interesting. But the discussions were great, they’re the reason I’m passing (hopefully)
the class. And the time he lectured in class was great too, I think taking a class from
Alejandro would be really interesting.

• Alejandro is very clear/concise and presents the material very well.
• Alejandro really catered to the needs of the students which was extremely helpful for

this course. He genuinely tried to help us understand the material and maintained a fair
grading system.

• Deep knowledge of the material; could be a little better at conveying it, but he was good
enough

• Discussion and office hours for this class might be the only reason I’ll be able to get an A
in the class. Komai makes very enthusiastic presentations, and is responsive to the needs
of the class.

• He is very enthusiastic about the subject and seems to want the students to share his
enthusiasm and understanding. In many ways he sympathizes with the students about
the negative aspects of this course (of which there were many).

• He kept the class interesting, focused on the main points in an hour but stuck around for
the second hour to discuss the future quiz topics and I really liked that his office hours
were right after so you didn’t have to go to another location during another time to visit.
This made him a lot more accessible. Also he always gave everyone an opportunity to talk
and I like that office hours were during scheduled class time so then I could always make
it.

• He was very enthusiastic about the material!
• He was very helpful in answering questions, he focused on reviewing concepts that were

most important to understanding the lectures.
• Humor. Connection to students. Understanding and distillation of information.
• Playing music in class and bringing a sense of humor into the classroom each and every

day.
• Very dedicated to the success and wellbeing of the students in his section. Extremely

knowledgeable of the material, approachable and humorous. He provided the level of
academic and emotional support needed to cope with the incompetence of the lecturer.

• 3 blank answer(s).

2. Do you have any recommendations for your TA that would help that person be a more effective
TA in the future?
• Be more approachable and accommodating when discussing how he graded the midterm.

I was marked off for one key term for not elaborating on the concept. I wouldn’t have
minded except that he marked me off the same amount of points as someone who didn’t
mention the key term at all. This is extremely unfair and unjust.

• He is among the best teacher assistants that I’ve had at UCI so far. He needs to teach his
own course.

• Help students prepare for quiz questions.
• He shouldn’t have to worry about making sure students understand basic economics, since

the class seemed to focus more on history and understanding the consequences certain
people had on the world.

• I realize that most of this is most likely not your fault but it would have been nice to have
gotten our quizzes back on time to study from (I just like having all my paperwork back,
kind of OCD like that)

• Keep it up =)
• Maybe a little less tangential.
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• n/a
• Nah, he’s pretty up there on my TA list.
• Nope.
• Slightly less tangenting. Handouts might help?
• Sometimes Alejandro mumbled a little and I couldn’t hear, but that might just be me...

he was a great TA and very helpful!!!
• You rock Alejandro.
• 4 blank answer(s).
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