
UCI EEE Evaluations

Social Sciences TA Evaluation for Komai, Alejandro ECON 100C DIS A2
(62102), Fall Qtr 2013

Responses: 24/29 (82.76%)

ATTENDANCE

1. How often did you attend discussion sections?
0 Never
0 Once
0 2 - 3 times
0 4 - 5 times
0 6 - 7 times
3 8 times

20 More than 8 times

2. How often did you meet with the T.A., outside of the section time, to discuss the course material?
16 Never
3 Once
1 2 - 3 times
2 4 - 5 times
0 6 - 7 times
1 8 times
0 More than 8 times

PRESENTATION

3. T.A. was competent in course material:
0 0 (N/A or Unsure)
0 1 (Among Worst)
0 2
0 3
2 4 (OK or Average)
2 5
5 6

15 7 (Among Best)

4. T.A. was able to make presentations clearly:
0 0 (N/A or Unsure)
0 1 (Among Worst)
0 2
0 3
2 4 (OK or Average)
2 5
5 6

15 7 (Among Best)

5. T.A. was responsive to students:
0 0 (N/A or Unsure)
0 1 (Among Worst)
0 2
1 3
4 4 (OK or Average)
3 5
3 6

12 7 (Among Best)
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6. T.A. was able to integrate the lecture and discussion material:
0 0 (N/A or Unsure)
0 1 (Among Worst)
0 2
0 3
3 4 (OK or Average)
1 5
4 6

16 7 (Among Best)

7. T.A. was present and on time for discussion sections/office hours:
0 0 (N/A or Unsure)
0 1 (Among Worst)
0 2
0 3
1 4 (OK or Average)
2 5
2 6

19 7 (Among Best)

8. The discussion sections were useful to the success of the course:
0 0 (N/A or Unsure)
0 1 (Among Worst)
0 2
0 3
2 4 (OK or Average)
1 5
8 6

13 7 (Among Best)

9. I would expect another course with this T.A. to be:
0 0 (N/A or Unsure)
0 1 (Among Worst)
0 2
1 3
1 4 (OK or Average)
2 5
8 6

11 7 (Among Best)

EFFECTIVENESS

10. Rate your T.A.’s general teaching effectiveness:
0 Poor
0 Inadequate
0 Less than adequate
1 Adequate
4 More than adequate
9 Very good

10 Excellent

COMMENTS

11. <No question text>

1. What were the strongest points of the TA in discussion section or office hours?
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• Able to explain to students clearly about the concepts so that instead of memorizing, we
are able to understand the material.

• Alejandro tries extremely hard to make sure his students understand the material, not
just memorize it. I really appreciate the amount of effort he put into this course because
I actually learned in his class. Most of the time TAs come unprepared and aren’t really
effective or essential in the learning process over the quarter, but that definitely isn’t him!
He’s one of the best TAs i’ve ever had.

• Clear examples, straight to the point
• Emphasized the steps necessary for solving exam problems.
• good at explaining hard concepts
• Helped simplify confusing lectures Organized Strict but forced students to come prepared

Easier to understand when compared to the professor
• He made sure we all understood the material. He explained the material in his own way

which really help us better understand what the professor was telling us in class. He was
good in reviewing the material during discussion.

• He throughoutly goes over the difficult materials that we need to know, slowly from the
basic .He did a very good job helping us understand the hard topics and difficult homeworks
by simplying them and making them understandable at our levels. Seriously, he has been
a trenmendous help for me in the course.

• His class organization was among the best I’ve ever had at UCI. He covered the basic
concepts and would still provide adequately challenging examples tied to lecture material
or the homework assigned.

• One of the best TAs at UCI
• TA Komai is highly knowledgeable in Economics and has an impeccable mastery of the

subject. His demeanor and conduct in class has been attentive, he is diligent and detail-
oriented. He has, to my knowledge, never been late, and he always insisted that we think
on our feet. His method of teaching is distinct, to be polite, but is nonetheless an excellent
complement to Professor Rocheteau’s style of teaching.

• Very helpful in reviewing class material. Examples helped a lot. Clear explanations.
• Very thorough, good TA, teaches well, funny
• Very well at summing things up
• your effort in teaching was admirable
• 9 blank answer(s).

2. Do you have any recommendations for your TA that would help that person be a more effective
TA in the future?

• cut out the sarcasm! it only wastes students’ and your time
• Everything good.
• I learned a lot during discussions, but I don’t think picking on people and making them

come up to the board or answer questions really helps anyone.
• Initially, I was really intimidated by him and sat in my chair fearing being called on in

discussion. I realize now that he was only trying to help us learn, but I guess my biggest
suggestion would be to try to be more approachable. I think more people would have
volunteered to answer questions instead of waiting to be called on, like me.

• None
• No quizzes!!
• Participation in discussions is still intimidating because when you are unsure about the

material and he is saying that the answer is easy when, for some, it doesn’t seem as black
and white. From the last evaluation period, he has improved on the sarcasm for students
that legitimately do not understand, and he seems more sympathetic when asked to clarify
a concept.
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• Smile more
• TA Komai definitely has the knowledge to “backup” his brazen visage of the ace of the

deck, or as he likes to proclaim the “meanest TA”. Komai has talent, this is irrefutable.
However, TA Komai lacks patience for his students at times. Putting students under the
spotlight has its advantages in expediting the progression of the discussions session and
also acts as a diagnostic for accurately indicating the progress of the class, this advantage
I must admit. It may seem intimidating at first but it definitely has its advantages. But
often times TA Komai looks at some of his students as if they are dumb. He lacks the
empathy to understand why his students are having trouble understanding the material
at times; patience and empathy are some qualities that Komai has yet to learn more from
Professor Rocheteau. We understand that Komai is very fluent in the subject, but he
needs to acknowledge that some of his students aren’t as fluid and may require slightly
more help than others. The only time that I noticed a more mellow and patient Komai is
when he is on Robitussin. Overall, Komai is a great guy and tries the best of his abilities to
look out for his students, that we can all respect. He just need to adjust his temperament.

• The “basic algebra 1” functions may be easy for you, but not to all of the students. We
took that class years ago and it would helpful to refresh our memories. Otherwise, do not
change.

• 14 blank answer(s).
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